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Sec. 81. - Findings, Purpose and Intent.

Sec. 81. - Findings Purpose and Intent

The purposes of these sign regulations are: to encourage the effective use of signs as a
means ofcommunication in the city; to maintain and enhance the aesthetic environment and the
cityQ ability to attract sources of economic development and growth; to improve pedestrian and
traffic safety; to minimize the possible adverse effect of signs on nearby public and private
property; and to enable the fair and consistent enforcement of these iggtrictions.This sign
ordinance is adopted under the zoning authority of itigy in furtherance of the more general
purposes set forth ithis Ordinance

(a) Statement of Legislative Purpose.

(1) TheCity Councitecognizes that signs provide an important medithrough which
individuals, businesses, and government may convey a variety of messages. However,
left unregulated, signs can become a threat to the public health and safety as a traffic
hazard, as a detriment to property values, and as an aesthetiamcgsaffecting the
overall economic growth of the city. Numerous professional studies have been
prepared that examine and establish the effect of signs on traffic safety, aesthetics and
economic prosperity, including the following:

)

a.

Klauer, S.G., TA DI = +®[ ® bSI{ST Wd5d {dzRgSS{az
Driver Inattention on NeaCrash/Crash Risk: An Analysis Using the-Q#&0

bl Gdz2NF t AAGAO S5NAGAYI {(GdzRé 5F0GFéd bl (A2
DOT HS 810 594. April 2006.

Snyder,Jon i Kl yX { I YdzSt {&® CSfa CdzyR® a. Sez2yHF
902y2YAO t NRPALISNAGEé D 5SOSYOSNI HAMMO

2 OKGSEX WoS wnndpd a{lFFSde LYLIOGA 27F I
F2N) hdziR22NJ ! ROSNIAaAy3d {Adyaeéd t NBLI
Committee on Research of the National Cooperative Highway Research Program
(NCHRP), April 2009. The Veridian Group, Inc., Berkeley, California.

Weitz, Jerry, Ph.DL, L/ t @ a¢KS t dzof AO t dzN1JI2&AS 2F w2
Implications of DoingVithoutL G Y ! t 2&8A0A2Y t I LISNED® 5SSO

Based on a review of the cited materials and the studies referenced therein as well as
other related studies, th€ity Councifinds that unregulated signs:

a
b
C.
d
e
f.

Can be a safety hazard to drivers and pedestrians;
Can bea detriment to the public health;

Can hamper economic growth;

Can lower property values;

Can adversely impact public investments;

Can degrade the utility of public safety signs; and
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Sec. 81. - Findings, Purpose and Intent.

g. Can adversely impact the aesthetic quality of the community sundounding
environment.

(b) Findings of Fact.
Specifically, the Mayor an@ity Councilind that:

()

(1)

(2)

3)

(4)

()

(6)

Proper regulation of signs is a necessary prerequisite to a peaceable, orderly, and
safely designed business environment.

An improperly regulated sign enviroramt imposes health and safety dangers to the
public.

The result of effective sign regulation will be to lessen hazardous conditions,
confusion, and visual clutter, caused by the proliferation, improper placement,
illumination and excessive height and safesigns that compete for the attention of
pedestrian and vehicular traffic, and impede vision of traffic, traffic controls signs, and
devices.

Uncontrolled and unlimited signs may result in a roadside clutter that impedes the flow
of information therebydefeating the purpose of signage, and that impedes the flow of
information from traffic signs and signals thereby creating hazards to drivers and
pedestrians.

Uncontrolled and unlimited signs degrade the aesthetic attractiveness of the natural
and manmadeattributes of the community and thereby undermine the economic
value of tourism, visitation, and permanent economic growth.

Through proper regulation of signs, the attractiveness and econalibeingof the
city of Newnan will be enhanced as a placdite, work and conduct business.

Purpose and Intent.

(1)

Signs provide an important medium through which individuals may convey a variety of
noncommercial and commercial messagétowever, left unregulated, signs can

become a threat to public safety as wettaffic hazard Such signs may also constitute

Fy FTSAaGKSGAO ydaAaalyOS IyR 6S ' RSGNRYSy
welfare. The mayor and council intend by enacting tArsicleto:

a. Balance the rights of individuals to convey their mességeugh signs and the
right of the public to be protected against the unrestricted proliferation of signs;

CdZNI KSNE (KS 202S00A@Sa 2F GKS Oadeqa O
Protect the public health, safety, welfare, and aesthetics of the city;
Reduce traffic andgdestrian hazards;

Maintain the historical image of the city;

-~ 0o o o0 T

Protect property values by minimizing the potentially adverse effects and visual
blight caused by signs;

g. Promote economic developmenand
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Sec. 81. - Findings, Purpose and Intent.

h.  Ensure the fair and consistent enforcement of sign tatjons.

(2) While specifically establishing regulations to control signs withirncttye it is not the
intent of thisArticle:

a. toregulate art and art symbolsr,
b. holiday decorations and symbols

(3) Recognizing the need for certain types of signs which faelithe safe and orderly
movement of traffic, thisArticle provides for the regulation of incidentalddress
identificationand subdivision identification signs.

(4) Recognizing the need to facilitateecteases in crime thigrticle provides for the
regulationof burglar alarm/security signs.

(5) Recognizing the historical contribution of certain structures and places to the cultural
fabric of the city and the need and desire to identify same, certain provisions are made
in thisArticleto allow for the identificaibn of those structures and places.

(6) While thisArticle prohibits certain signs from placement within tiegy and exempts
certain signs from certain regulations of tiigicle, such exemptions are not intended
to otherwise allow a sign that is prohibited.

(7) Further, the city has an obligation and a right to protect the rights of adjoining
landowners to adequate light and air, to promote desirable living conditions and the
sustained stability of neighborhoods, to protect property against blight and
deprivation, and encourage the moappropriate use of land, buildings, and other
structures throughout theity.

8) ! OO2NRAy3Ife&s Ay O2yaARSNIGA2Yy 2F (GKS OAG
safety, to preserve property values, to provide for tmvenience and enjoyment of
public travel, to eliminate annoyance to travelers, to attract tourists, residents and
industry, to serve the public health, safety and morals, to advance the general
prosperity of the community, and to serve the general wedfahe city hereby imposes
the regulations contained in thisrticle.

(d) Intent in Interpretation.

(1) In interpreting the provisions of thiarticle, nothing shall be construed as intent to
regulate the content of the message displayed on any sign except toessldx
compelling public safety or aesthetic concern or to comply with state law.

(2) All signs may display a n@mommercial message constituting personal speech in
addition to or in lieu of any other message. It is the intent of thiscle to regulate
only the number, type, size, height, timing, appearance, construction materials,
location and portability of signs to accomplish the purposes set fortBeo. 81(c)
above,except as otherwise provided herein.

8-4



Sec. &. - Definitions and Interpretation.

Sec. 8. - Applicability and Effect

(&) A sign may be erected, placed, established, painted, created, or maintained in the city only
in conformance with the standards, procedures, exemptions, and other requiremettis of
Article.

(b) The effect othis Articleas more specifically set forth hereiis:

(1) To establish a permit system to allow a variety of types of signs in commercial and
industrial zones, and a limited variety of signs in other zones, subject to the standards
and the permit procedures dhis Article;

(2) To allow certain signs that aremall and unobtrusive, subject to the substantive
requirements otthis Article, but without a requirement for permits;

(3) To provide for temporary signs in limited circumstances;

(4) To regulate signs so as to prevent the degradation of the aesthetic attractiveries
the natural and manmade attributes of the community and thereby undermine the
economic value of tourism, visitation, and permanent economic growth;

(5) To prevent the proliferation of signs which may result in roadside clutter that would
impede the flow & information from businesses to consumers thereby harming the
economic health of the community, and that would impede the flow of information
from traffic signs and signal and therefore create hazards to drivers and pedestrians;

(6) To lessen hazardous condits, confusion and visual clutter caused by the
proliferation, improper placement, illumination and excessive height and size of signs
that compete for the attention of pedestrians and vehicular traffic, and impede vision
of traffic, traffic control signand devises;

(7) To prohibit all signs not expressiijowedby this Article; and

(8) To provide for the enforcement of the provisionstbis Article.
Sec. 8. - Definitions and Interpretation

Words and phases used in the interpretation of sign regulations shall have the meanings
set forth in this SectionVords and phrases not defined in this Section, but defingdigiZoning
Ordinanceshall be given the meanings set forthtimis OrdinancePrinciplesor computing sign
area and sign height are contained3ec. & of this Article. All other words and phrases shall be
given their commongprdinary meaning, unless the context clearly requires otherw&sztion
headings or captions are for reference purposes only and shall not be used in the interpretation
of this Article.

1. BANNER A type of sign made of fabrithin plasticor similarlightweight material that is
attachedto a pole, a building or other structuend is intended or displayed as commercial
speech Flags displaying noncommercial speech shall not be considered to be banners.
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Sec. &. - Definitions and Interpretation.

The following are lllustrative  Examples of Banner Sig ns:

Suspended

Fence Mounted Fence Mounted Fence Mounted

BEACON Any light with one or more beams directed into the atmosphere or directed at
one or more points not on the same zoned lot as the Iggurce; also, any light with one
or more beams that rotate or move.

BUILDING OFFICIAThe Building Officiadf the city or his/her designee.
CANOPY

a. BUILDING CANOPM permanent roofike structure projecting from a buildinghd
open on at least one side for the purpose of shielding a pedestrian walkway or building
entrance from the elements. A marquee is a type of building canopy.

b. FREESTANDING CAMQR freestanding roofike structure supported by columns
intended to shielda vehicular driveway or service area from the elements.
COLUMNSIGN SS dzy RSNJ a{ A3dy>X CNBSalGlIyRAYyIE KSNBA
COMMERCIARPEECH
a. The expression of an idea, opinion or message that directs or attracts attention to a
place of business, t@ particularbusiness organization, to a product, commodity or

service for sale, trade, barter, swap or lease, or to any other business interest or
activity; or



10.
11.

12.
13.

14.
15.

16.

17.
18.
19.
20.

Sec. &. - Definitions and Interpretation.

b. The solicitation for contributions or financial support for any nonprofit organization,
institution, commitiee, club or association of a social, political, religious or charitable
nature, or for any nonprofit organization representing the opinions, viewpoint or
interests of a particular group.

FEATHER BANNER banner mounted on a pole,
such as the examples shown to the right. Suc
aArAdya YI e 0S gAYR (R 14
FYAYFGSRED 2NIJ NRAIARE & uall
position e

FLAGq A type of sign made of paper, woven
natural or synthetic fabric, thin plastia similar
lightweight pliable material that is normally
displayed by flying from a pole as a wiactivated
device, but is not otherwise defined herein as a
banner, pennant or feather banner

Examples of feather banners

FOOTCANDLE A guantitative unit measuring the amount of ligtest onto a given point,
measured as one lumen per square foot.

FRAME, A complete static message on an electronic display.

FRAME EFFEGHR visual effect which depicts movement, fading, moghis, wipes or

other changing effects associated with tharsition from onestaticmessage to another.
FREESTANDINGSGNS S a{ AJdy > CNBSaill yRAy3aé KSNBAYy D
HOLIDAY OR SEASONAL EYRNJay established as a legal holiday by federal, state or
f20Ft fF6T | ylLrGA2ylffe NBEO2Iyhdy;SRatidghaly A RI &
recognized calendar season such as Fall or Spring; a religious day or term of days such as
Easter, Yom Kippur or Christmas, or Lent, Ramadan or Hanukah.

ILLUMINATED SIGANTERNA¢t A sign illuminated by an internal light source.

ILLUMIM\TED SIGNEXTERNAG.A sign illuminated by an external light sourdieected
primarily towardthe signface

KIOSK A freestanding sign structure, often cylindrical in shape, intended to be viewed from
all sides and erected for the purpose of postingnsignotices or other public
announcements. Kiosks that are composed of flat faces are treated asfaudt signs.

LOTcSeethe RSFAYAGAZ2Y 2F da%2ySR [2(0¢é KSNBAYyO®
LUMEN; A guantitativeunit measuring the amount of light emitted by a liggtturce.
MARQUEE{ SS G /¢ JAEIRAY I [/ y2LRE KSNBAY

MOBILE SI@\;, Any sign as defined herein,which isplaced at a fixed location but not
permanently installedyhich is mounted or designed for mounting anmotorized or non
motorizedvehicle, or designed to beansported,such asy trailer or in the bed of a truck.
Types of mobile signs are:



Sec. &. - Definitions and Interpretation.

a. PORTABLE SIG@Mny sign as defined herein,
intended for temporary or permanent display at
a fixed location buhot permanently attached to
the ground or other permanent structurether :
than a banner, pennant or flag. Examples of such
signs include: temporary changeable copy signs,
umbrellas used for advertisingand inflatable
signs.

Portable Sign Example

b. TRAILER SIGNAny sign as déined herein,
which is mounted or designed for mounting on a
towed non-motorizedvehicle, or designed to be
or is beingransported in the bed of a truck.

c. VEHICLE SIGNAny sign as defined herein,
paintedor drawnon or affixed to or on the front,
side or rear of amotorized vehicle such asan
automobile or truck, but not affixed in or to or
mounted in or on the bed of a truck or trailer.

Trailer Sign Example

The following are lllustrative  Examples of Vehicular Signs:

21. NONCOMMERCIAL MESSAGEee theRSFAYAGA2Y 2 F
herein

Gt SNE2Y I ¢

ob



22.

23.

24.

25.

26.
27.

28.

29.

30.

Sec. &. - Definitions and Interpretation.

PENNANT Any lightweight plastic, fabric @imilarmaterial, whether or not containing a
message of any kind, suspended from a rope, wire, or string, usually in series, designed to
move in the windas a means of attracting attentiod. K S G SN¥Y a LISy vyl yié a
I a0l YYSNE 2N I aRAftidedéd & NBIdzE I SR 6& GKA
PERSON; Any individual, association, company, corporation, firm, organization, or
partnership, singular or plural, of any kind.

PERSONAL (NONCOMMERCIAL) SPERBGY message containing wording, symbols or
other representation promoting a place, an activity, or idea other than a commercial activity
, such as:

K|
a

a. The expression of an idea, opinion or message that does not direct ortadttantion
to a place of business, to a particular business organization, to a product, commodity
or service for sale, trade, barter, swap or lease; or to any other business interest or
activity; or,

b. The encouragement, offering or announcement for the o participate in the
activities of, or to benefit from assistance provided by, any nonprofit organization,
institution, committee, club or association of a social, political, religious or charitable
nature, or of any nonprofit organization represerdirthe opinions, viewpoint or
interests of a particular group, not involving the solicitation for contributions or
financial support for any such organization.

PLANNED CENTER single office, medical, commercial or industrial property that is
designed ointended for occupancy by two or more principal businesses that are separately
owned and have no corporate relationship and do not jointly occupy the same floor area in
common. A planned center may consist of a single building, such as a shopping center, o
multiple buildings, such as an office condominium center or business park.

POLESIGN SS dzy RSNJ a{ A3Jdy> CNBSallyRAy3Ié KSNBAYyE
PRINCIPAL BUILDINThe primary or predominant structure or building occupying a lot or
parcel and often containing thgrincipal use of the property

SETBACK The perpendiculardistance from the property line to the nearest part of the
applicable building, structure or sign, measured from the property line to that portion of
the building,structureor sign which is mostrpximate to such line.

SIGN; Any device, fixture, placaropject, design, displagr structure that uses any color,
form, graphicjllumination, symbol, or writing t@ttract the attention ofor to communicate
information of any kind to the public.

SIGNBODY¢ That portion of a sign structure that is intended or designed primarily to
ddzLILI2 NI 2NJ RAaLX e GKS aady FIF0OS>x SEOf dzAA @S
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Sec. &. - Definitions and Interpretation.

7~
Decorative Cap
(if any)
>*
‘ N
Sign Body
Sign Body N2
Drawings are
not to scale
& 4
Sign Base x [ ]
) |, ‘.
Monument Sign Column or Pole Sign

31. SIGN FACEThat portion of the surface of a sign structure where words, leftéggires,
symbols, logos, fixtures, colors, or other design elements are or may be located in order to
convey the message, idea, or intent for which the sign has been erected or placed. The sign
face may be composed of two or more modules on the samesarthat are separated or
surrounded by portions of a sign structure not intended to contain any message or idea and
are purely structural or decorative in nature.

32. SIGN MODULgEach portion or unit of a sign face that is clearly separable from other such
units by virtue of its individual or independent construction or framing.

The following are lllustrative  Examples of Sign Modules:

"ﬂ[oseph'soCandler

Immediate Care.

€D’ one
-

Pookr ’ > RE/NX Savannah |2
The Holly Young Team

Walk-ins Welcome
Open 7 Days a Week

e R VT B

1 Module 2 Modules Multiple Modules
(no separation)

33. SIGN, ANIMATHEA sign that has moving parts or includes action, motion, or color changes,
or the optical illusion of action, motion, or color changes, including signs using electronic
ink, signs set in motion by wind or by mechanical means such as the blowing of air or
motorized parts, or made up of a series of sections that turn, including any type of screen
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using animated or scrolling displays such as an LED (light emitting diode) screen or any other

Sec. &. - Definitions and Interpretation.

type of video display
34. SIGN,BANNER SS (KS RSTAyadim2y 2F a. | yYYSNE K
35. SIGN, BILLBOARBeedSign, Highway KSNBA Y

36. SIGN, BUILDING&ANy sign attached to any part of a building, as contrasted to a freestanding
sign.¢t KS GSNY dao0dzAf RAY3I aA3dyé AyOf dzRSa 06 dzi

a.
b.

GOODING

CONTRACTORS, INC

AWNING SIGHA sign imposed, mmted or painted upon an awning.

BUILDING MARKER A sign composed of concrete, bronze or other permanent
material which is built into the surface of the building at the time of its construction.

CANOPY SIG@M sign imposed, mounted or painted upon aacpy, as defined herein

MANSARD SIGINA sign imposed, mounted or painted upon the fascia portion of a
mansard roof.

PROJECTING SkgNsign affixed flat to a wall and extending more than 6 inches from
the surface of such wall, or any sign attached to ergénding at an angle from a wall
surface (usually perpendicular).

ROOF SIGHA sign that is mounted on, applied to, or otherwise structurally supported
by the roof of a building (other than the fascia portion of a mansard roof).

UNDERCANOPY SIG\A dsplay attached to the underside of a marquee or building
canopy and protruding over a pedestrian walkway.

WALL SIGHIA sign that is fastened to, painted on or placed directly upon the exterior
wall of a building fagade or building canopy, with the sigrefparallel to the wall or
canopy face.

WINDOW SIGHN. A sign that is applied, painted or placed on, behind or inside a
windowpane or a glass door and intended to be viewed from outside the building.

The following are |lllustrative  Examples of Building Signs by Type:

Wall Sign Wall Sign Wall Sign Awning Signs

811



Sec. &. - Definitions and Interpretation.

/(n(i'q wes Y
Zollectibles

Roof (and Canopy) Sign

Under -Canopy Sign Under -Canopy Sign Window Sign Window Signs

37. SIGN, BUILDING MARKERS S dzy RSNJ a{ A3dy> . dzAf RAy3¢ KSNBA
38. SIGN,CANORY SS dzy RSNJ a{ A3y .dzAf RAYy3dIE¢ KSNBAY

39. SIGN, CHANGEABLE CORMype of sign that islesigned and intended tehange the
displayof words, letters, numbers, symbols or graphars a regular or intermittent basis,
either manually electronicallyor through electronic activation ofa mechanicakontrol
mechanism. Changeable copy signs include the following types:

a. MANUAL CHANGEABLE CORYgAGIgn or portion thereof with characters, letters,
or illustrations that can benanuallychanged or rearranged without altering the face
or the surface of the sigrA manual changeable comsign on which the messade
changedmore than eight times per day shall be considered an animated sign and not
amanualchangeable copy sign for purposegtat Article.
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40.

4].

Sec. &. - Definitions and Interpretation.

b. MULTIPLE MESSAGE RJ@&Nign that contains display surfaces composed of a series
of three sided rotating slats arrandesideby-side, either horizontally or vertically, that
are rotated by an electromechanical process, capable of displaying a total of three
separate and distinct messages, one message at a time. Such sigisoaadleddtri-
vision signé. A multiplemessage sign for properties zoned CCS, CBD, CUN, CGN, CHV,
PDC, PDO, IHV or ILT that also adjoin or abut residentially zoned property may only be
approved as a special exception under the provisions and procedures provided for
special exceptions in the Rredures and Permits Atrticle.

c. VARIABLE MESSASIENG A sign or portion thereof with characters, letters, or
graphics that can be changed or rearranged electronically without altering the face or
the surface of the signf dzOK &A3Iya N ahB¢¥aé OPRIMBROBRA
variable message sign fpropertieszoned CCS, CBD, CUN, CGN, CHV, PDC, PDO, IHV
or ILT thatlsoadjoinor abutresidentially zoned property maynly be approved as a
special exception under the provisions and procedures pealidr special exceptions
in the Procedures and Permits Article.

SIGN, DIRECTQRAfreestanding or buildingign used to identify the location ofdividual
occupants within a mukoccupantstructure orthe location of individuastructures within
a multi-building developmenbn a property

SIGN, FREESTANDIN®@Ny signattached to oran integralpart of a completely self

supporting structureor supports that are placeith, or anchored inthe ground and that are
independent fromany buildingor other structure.¢ KS G SN)XY GFNBSall yRAY =
but is not limited to the following:

a. POLE SIG{\A sign that is mounted on one or more freestanding stanchions or columns
such that the sign body is elevated above the ground by such supportimchsdas or
columns, and at least one such supporting stanchion or column is less than 20% of the
width of the sign body.

b. COLUMN SIG&IA sign that is mounted on one or more freestanding stanchions or
columns such that the sign body is elevated above thaugyd by such supporting
stanchions or columns, and such supporting stanchions or columns are each 20% of
the width of the sign body or more.

c. MONUMENT SIG&A freestanding sign in which the entire bottom of thign body
or the base of the sign structure in contact with the groundlong its entire length
and the base and any supporting columns are together as wide as or wider than the
total width of the sigrbody.
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Sec. &. - Definitions and Interpretation.

The following are lllustrative  Examples of Freestanding Signs by Type:

Pole Sign Pole Sign Pole Sign
Column Sign Column Sign Monument Sign
Monument Sign Monument Sign Monument Sign
Monument Sign Monument Sign Monument Sign
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